Where were you when they Kidnapped Elian? 
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It was the story - the photo seen around the world. A news story of such magnitude, like the Kennedy 
assassination(s), the Space Shuttle Explosion, the Oklahoma City Bombing, everyone will probably remember 
where they were, and what they were doing when the news first came in. 

Here's my story. 

I was waiting to address the League of the South conference in Biloxi, Mississippi when my pager went off - 
several times. I went to a pay phone to hear the first message that came in. All it said was "the feds came and 
took Elian." There were similar message to follow. But since we were all away from home, none of us really 
knew the impact of what was happening at the time. After all, we were at a public meeting. 

But the scene that I'll never forget - the hostess of this event, and whose home I slept in, Dawn Cripps came up 
to me during the first conference break with bulging eyes, almost as if she was in shock. Someone had called 
her about the photo - that photo. She gave me a detailed description. Over the next two conference breaks, 
word got around pretty fast about what happened. 

I bring this up first because of the nature of the meeting itself. Every attendee at the conference is in support if 
the confederate flag, and protecting the Southern Heritage and Culture. But as in many other political meetings 
of this type, the individual opinions always run the gambit. It ranges from the right to wave the flag as an 
historical perspective to the Southern States (Dixie) to continuing the battle to forge an independent nation. You 
see, emotions still run deep in some places in the South even after 135 years. Some people in fact, do not want 
be Americans, nor do they want to be associated with anything Washington, D.C. stands for. 

Radical and extreme, right? 

Take a look at the photo of the machine gun pointed at Elian Gonzalez . That exemplifies what the government 
of the United States of America stands for today. It demonstrates how far this government has gone. Slowly, the 
talk began about what had taken place in Miami, as I'm sure it did across the nation. Here's what's most 
important: Those at the conference who wanted to distance themselves from America and this new regime were 
just as concerned. And for those who think that those in attendance are racists or bigots, get this: 

No one at this conference was concerned about the race of Elian Gonzalez - only that a grave injustice was 
done again on our soil. And that's the whole point. 

It began to dawn on me that those who want to resurrect the Southern Confederacy are not against America per 
se, but simply desire, like many Americans today, to return to the principles this country was founded upon. 
Principles that began eroding away at Appomattox. And sadly, Miami Florida on April 22, 2000 was just another 
example of what has been lost. 

...and we all remember where we were that day - at that moment. 

Here's more... 

While in Biloxi, I decided to visit my grandmother in New Orleans. I was a bit nervous trying to explain to a 94 
year-old Southern black woman why her grandson was in Mississippi in support of waving the confederate flag, 
but she wasn't listening... 

Instead, she was talking about that Cuban kid - the day before all this happened. 

"Pay attention to that!" she kept telling me. "God is in on this...God has a hand in this!" 



She was right. 


From Waco, to Seattle, to Miami, we have witnessed military force used on American citizens. On April 22, 

2000, we witnessed the flagrant violation of law, excessive use of force, and even doctored photos in an attempt 
to cover up the crimes committed. There is universal condemnation at the actions that were taken in Miami. And 
what made it worse - the First Criminal himself telling (another) bald-faced lie on world television. 

And all the whole world has seen it with their own eyes. 

Mr. Clinton: There was no Court Order for this - period. And you sir, are the worst criminal to occupy the White 
House since Abraham Lincoln. Your prompt removal from office would be the kindest thing Congress could do. 

And there is no justification for the actions of the INS (assuming they were really INS.) On Sunday morning, 
from our Nevada Ranch, we watched the morning news shows with absolute disgust as the Government 
propaganda ministers gave us the same line they gave us after Waco with one exception: 

"We didn't kill anyone this time." 

I submit that no one was killed only because there were too many cameras present. 

And you did kill something - Our pride in being Americans. 

The voice of William Holder, Deputy U.S. Attorney General, justifying the actions that were taken, gave me the 
nightmares of Waco again. It was as if FBI Special Agent in Charge Bob Ricks was talking. Even though almost 
no one of ABC news was buying the government spin (read: lies,) George Stephanopoulos was on the case 
doing his usual job. He excused these 
illegal actions by saying: 

"...they had to use that kind of force. What would have happened if one of those [officers] would have been 
shot?" 

Mr. Stephanopoulos, here's my answer, and you can quote J.J. Johnson on this: 

"Those [officers] should have been shot. 

So the stage has been set: According to this government, the moment they make an "administrative decision," 
you can and may be subject to MILITARY FORCE used to enforce their decision. A child custody case, a water 
rights ruling - ANY executive administrative decision. Blatant, criminal activity has now been publicly endorsed 
by this administration. 

Have you heard this before? 

Perhaps from that Vast Right Wing Conspiracy? 

Here at Sierra Times, we are glad that all the world saw the photos from Miami last weekend. From now on, 
when you hear the negative labels pinned on people who speak out against such actions, you'll know why. 
Those Neo-Nazi tactics by the state-sponsored terrorists that descended on South Florida are commonplace in 
this country. Here at Sierra Times, we call it Whack 'em & Stack 'em. So now, we ask the question again: 

Where were you when they kidnapped Elian? 

Were you watching the NBA playoffs? Were you focused on which would be the better candidate to sit and lord 
over this mess next year? Were you sitting back patiently waiting for your tax refund? Was this another issue 



that wasn't your concern? What this merely a Cuban issue? Trying to justify the government's actions in your 
own head? Would you mind if those troops assaulted your home in the same fashion? 

If the reader of this editorial supports the actions taken in Miami, Florida on the morning of April 22, 2000, then 
take a slow boat ride to Cuba - to a government with similar polices (where fathers HAVE NO PARENTAL 
RIGHTS.) That's where you deserve to be. 

And we hope your boat doesn't sink. Let a fisherman pull your sorry ass from the Gulf of Mexico on the Cuban 
side. 

As for the rest of us (and I'm sure I speak for many,) I'd rather be called "anti-government" than support criminal 
activity. I'd rather resurrect the Confederacy than pay for thugs to assault innocent children. I'd rather be called 
treasonous than turn a blind eye to what happened there. And I would be hypocritical to support any man who 
parades around the country wanting to keep dangerous weapons away from children, but is "satisfied" (his 
words) that an MP5 sub-machine got pointed at a child. 

No, I don't think I'm the radical one here. 

I do think that the time has come for all REAL AMERICANS to understand that the Second Amendment is not 
just about duck-hunting, nor is it a mere hot issue to be tossed around during political campaigns. To be blunt 
about it: 

Those who wrote the Second Amendment meant for citizens to have the right to 

keep and bear arms to neutralize the types of animals who assaulted the residence of Elian Gonzales. 

I didn't stutter. 

To quote Aaron Zellman of Jews for the Preservation of Firearms ownership, "...just imagine how much violent 
force the Attorney General will authorize to seize "illegal firearms" held by otherwise non-violent citizens who 
refuse to voluntarily hand over their guns." 

Or what about the next "federal" child custody case? How about the next tax protestor? Or the next Rancher 
who refuses to surrender his land? Or anyone who simply disagrees with this administration and dares to stand 
against it? 

From this point, this Clinton regime should be opposed at every turn. His minions should be shunned. His 
desires should be ignored. If he supports it, it should be opposed. He has proven beyond any reasonable doubt 
his inability to even act like an American. 

My blood continues to boil as I write this. So I'd better close before I say 
the wrong thing. One thing's for sure: 

History probably won't condemn the next man who sends lead flying on impulse at the next jack-booted thug 
who assaults an American's home. And if for some reason one day you find yourself ridding the world of 
Clinton's storm troopers in your own home, don't dial 911 when your done... 


..call the Department of Sanitation. 



